SHEIKH   SULEIMAN   BIN   NASIR

the Hadhramaut. The Nacu'b belonged to a Yafa'i tribe and was a Sunni,
but he had adopted the dress and manners of the Omanis and was a respected
member of the community. Another friend, Seiyid Qeis bin Azzan, a
relative of the Sultan, came from Oman to spend his last days in Zanzibar.
There was no mistaking the "grand seigneur," for he was of imposing size
and presence. There was Sa'id's own brother Muhammad, and there were
many others. But perhaps one of the most striking personalities of them
all was Sheikh Suleiman bin Nasir al Lemki. He was a man for whose
sagacity I had always the greatest respect and whose friendship, which
lasted till his life's end, I valued highly. He had already had a distinguished
career when I met him. When the Sultans of Zanzibar ruled supreme on
the African mainland he had been appointed Liwali of Bugamoyo and
later of Dar es Salaam. When the Sultan was made to sell his mainland
territory to the Germans, Sheikh Suleiman remained behind at his request
to lead the Arabs. He had travelled extensively, met the German Emperor,
by whom he had been decorated, the Tsar of Russia and many of the
pre-war personages of Europe. He had been to China and America and
conspicuous among his belongings in the little den to which I used to climb
to have tea was a much belabelled and much treasured top-hat box.

These were private apartments and there there might even be a "drop
of something" available. Sheikh Suleiman was a religious man in a real
sense, but he "was no dry as dust formalist. He believed with St. Paul in
"a litde wine for the stomach's sake/' but it went no further than^that.
At nights he was usually "at home" to Arab friends in his sebuleni, the
downstairs hall of all Zanzibar houses, which has a stone seat running all
round it. I used often to drop in here while the coffee circulated of an
evening, and most Zanzibar news came up for discussion. Indeed, apart
from His Highness, Sheikh Suleiman was the best informed man in Zanzibar
of daily happenings. Curiously enough he spoke no English or other
European language, though he understood more than most people believed.
He had a great liking for the society of Europeans and he was always popular
with them.

One of the best things in Zanzibar at this time was the real friendliness
between all communities, and no two were more intimate than the
European and the Arab. Much of this was due to Sheikh Suleiman, for he
frequently gave parties where they mixed freely. When the Navy came
he was amongst the first to call and they all liked him. In 1924 H,M.S.
Hood and Repulse reached Zanzibar on their Empire cruise, and Sheikh
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